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highlights of his career have been duets with violinist Hilary Hahn, tenor Luciano Pavarotti, and popular 
singer Johnny Mathis. He has also performed internationally playing recitals in Australia, Ukraine, the 
Netherlands, Italy, Dominican Republic, Great Britain, and Germany, as well as critically praised 
performances at the Kennedy Center and Carnegie Hall. 
Stephen can be heard on numerous recordings as a soloist, and as a member of Sierra Winds. He is a 
three-time recipient of the Nevada Arts Council's Performing Artist Fellowship and has received the 
Governor's Award for Excellence in the Arts. Stephen Caplan is an Artist for Rigoutat Oboe Manufacturers. 
Alexander Viazovtsev 
Alexander Viazovtsev is originally from Siberia, Russia. He started playing flute at the age of 7. 
After finishing his undergraduate work at the Ural State Conservatory in Russia he was accepted to the 
University of Cincinnati, College-Conservatory of Music (CCM). Alexander graduated from CCM in 2002 
with an Artist Diploma degree, studying with Dr. Brad Garner. 
While at CCM, Alexander won many local and international music competitions. As the winner of 
these competitions he was a featured soloist with the New Mexico Symphony and the Dallas Chamber 
Orchestra (2003). The following year Alexander won his first professional orchestral job as an acting 
principal flutist with the Virginia Symphony Orchestra. During the 2005-06 season, Alexander held the same 
position with The Phoenix Symphony. 
As a member of the CCM Chamber Players, Alexander took part in the contemporary music festival 
A Tempo in Caracas, Venezuela (2002). The following year he was invited as a guest artist to the Texas Flute 
Society Festival in Denton, 1X. The same year Alexander took part as a guest soloist at the International 
Computer Music Festival in Singapore. 
Alexander presently serves as the Principal Flutist of the Las Vegas Philharmonic. 
Barbara Riske 
Barbara Riske studied in Winnipeg, Canada, with John Melnyk, Leonard Isaacs, and Vema Ross, and 
in Banff with Boris Roubakine, Pierre Souverain, and Gwen Beamish. She holds a BA in French Literature 
and Psychology (University of Manitoba) and an AMM (Manitoba) and ARCT (University of Toronto) in 
Music. 
In 1996, Barbara moved to Las Vegas, and has played with several groups locally, including the Las 
Vegas Philharmonic, the Nevada Chamber Symphony, Nevada Ballet Theater, Opera Las Vegas, the Las 
Vegas Flute Club, the Las Vegas Music Festival, the Las Vegas Woodwind Quintet, and the Sierra Winds. 
As well she has performed in chamber concerts throughout the US, and in March 2002, performed for the 
second time at Carnegie Hall in New York City. 
Before coming to Las Vegas, Barbara performed as a soloist with orchestras worldwide, including the 
Israeli Chamber Ensemble, Orquestra del Teatro Colon de Buenos Aires, and the National Arts Center 
Orchestra of Canada. She has served as a principal pianist with New York City's American Ballet Theater, 
and Eliot Feld's American Ballet Company, as well as Canada's Royal Winnipeg Ballet, touring with them 
as piano soloist; in 1991, she was given a special award as Best Pianist at the International Ballet 
Competition in Helsinki. For many years, she was keyboard player with the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra, 
was Associate Artistic Director of the chamber music series Aurora Musicale, and a member of Music Plus, 
another chamber series on which she performed on piano and hrupsichord; in all series she was recorded 
extensively by the CBC for local and national broadcast. 
Barbara presently serves on the music and dance faculties of the University of Nevada, Las Vegas, 
and is a Staff Accompanist for the Nevada School of the Arts. She also is a keyboard player with the Las 
Vegas Philharmonic, and enjoys her summers as Guest Pianist at the Vail International Dance Festival. In 
early 2004, she released a compact disc of music for the ballet class with NYC teacher, Emesta Corvino. 
